\ur Immoral Economic Order: 


I. CONSTITUTIONAL LIBERTY 
Il. THE AMERICAN LIBERTY LEAGUE 


Two Addresses Delivered by 


IGNATIUS W. COX, S.J. 


Church Unity 


Corporate Reunion or Individual Conversion? 








he Catholic Mind 


‘10 Wotume XXXIV,No.5 March 8, 1936 Price 5 Cents 
America Press - 461 Eighth Avenue - New York, N. Y. 














3, 1917, authorized on June 29, 1913. 


AMERICA 


A CATHOLIC REVIEW OF THE WEEK 


CHRONICLE: 


The news of the world—domestic, foreign—accurately digested from 
authentic sources, for brief reading. 


EDITORIALS: 


Strong, fearless statements; forceful criticisms; clear-cut analyses of 
current problems; solidly Catholic principles definitely stated. 


SPECIAL ARTICLES: 


Every week four or five articles on timely, live topics; current hap- 
penings; general and Church history, past and present; exposition 
of Catholic doctrines; appreciations of men, of movements, of plat- 
forms, domestic and foreign. 


SOCIAL PROBLEMS: 


Capital; labor; industry; the professions; crime and criminals; 
prohibition. 


EDUCATION: 


School problems; Catholic attitudes on education; criticism of cur- 
rent theories. 


LITERATURE AND DRAMATICS: 


Books and authors that are before the public; carefully prepared 
book reviews; distinctive poetry; keen criticism of the newest plays. 


Board of Editors 
Witrrip Parsons, S.J., Editor-in-Chief 


Associate Editors 


Paut L. BLakELy, S.J. Geratp B, DonneELLy, S.J. 
Joun LaFarce, S.J. Wru1aM I. Lonerean, S.J. 
Francis X. Tarsor, S.J. Joun A. Toomey, S.J. 


Francis P. LeBurre, S.J., Business Manager 
$4.00 Yearly in U. S.—$4.50 Canada—$5.00 Foreign 


THE AMERICA PRESS 
461 Eighth Avenue New York, N. Y. 


THE CATHOLIC MIND, March 8, 1936. Volume XXXIV, No. 5. Published 
monthly by The America Press, 461 Eighth Avenue, New York. Subscription postp 
United States, 5 cents a copy; yearly, $1.00; foreign, $1.25. Entered as second-class mal 
banner Paka ot the Post een at Ped York, a i's ae ‘...' ea eA —_z it 
cceptance for mailing at special rates o' tage prov or tion , Act of Oct 
‘Trade-mark “Catholic Mind,” Reg. U. S. Pat. Of 








Vi 


— mnij# aa 


LS = ll (i 












rom 


s of 


lap- 
tion 
ylat- 


als ; 


cur- 


ared 
ays. 


wee 





















at. 








THE CATHOLIC MIND 
Vol. XXXIV, No. 5, March 8, 1936. 


Constitutional Liberty and Our 
Immoral Economic Order 


Icnatius W. Cox, S.J. 


An address delivered over the Paulist Radio Station WLWL, 
New York, January 31, 1936. 


NE of the most startling passages of the encyclical on 
“The Reconstruction of the Social Order,” is that in 
which Pius XI reviews the changes in the capitalistic order 
since the days of Leo XIII forty years before. Says the 
reigning Holy Father: “It is patent that in our days not 
alone is wealth accumulated, but immense power and des- 
potic economic domination are concentrated in the hands of 
a few, and that those are frequently not the owners, but 
only the trustees and directors of invested funds who ad- 
minister them at their good pleasure.” Continuing the sub- 
ject further, Pius XI asserts: “Free competition is dead; 
economic dictatorship has taken its place. Unbridled ambi- 
tion for domination has succeeded the desire for gain... 
The State . . . has become a slave, bound over to the service 
of human passion and greed.” Then the Holy Father sums 
up the situation in a sentence of profound significance when 
he says: “‘As regards the relations of peoples among them- 
selves, a double stream has issued from this one fountain- 
head; on the one hand, economic nationalism or even eco- 
nomic imperialism; on the other hand a not less noxious and 
detestable international imperialism in financial affairs, 
which holds that where a man’s fortune is, there is his 
country.” 

I have thus quoted extensively from Pius XI so that 
no man may accuse me of being a demagogue or of inciting 
the poor against the rich. But let me state most emphati- 
cally there are more than two flags contending for pride of 
place over our national capitol. It is not merely a question 
of the red flag of the internationale, or of the stars and 
stripes. There is a third flag, a black. flag, the pirate flag of 
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economic domination which would contend with the other 
two or rather wrap itself up in folds of liberty, the more 
surely, however unconsciously, to impose upon the masses, 
in the words of Leo XIII: “A yoke little better than slavery 
itself’; or in the words of Pius XI: “To divert business and 
economic activity entirely to its own arbitrary will and ad- 
vantage, without any regard to the human dignity of the 
workers, the social character of economic life, social justice 
and the common good.” 

Let no one of my audience misunderstand me. Last Sat- 
urday, millions of Americans listened to ex-Governor Smith 
in one of the great and sincere pieces of American eloquence. 
Governor Smith is a great American and a great patriot. His 
words deserve the respectful attention of every American 
and every patriot. Let no one accuse him of insincerity; 
his words ring too true for that. Let no one say that he 
is not a friend of the poor. His record of social legislation 
as four times governor of New York; his whole life is the 
answer to that. With the merely political aspects of this 
great American’s speech, I have no concern. But his re- 
marks on the Constitution are more than political. Ex- 
Governor Smith voiced the fears of millions when he de- 
nounced any attempt to nullify our Constitution by indirec- 
tion. The philosophy behind such attempts, I may treat in 
a future broadcast. 

My main concern this evening is with the remarks of 
Governor Smith on Communism. That is certainly a moral 
issue over and above a political issue and it is certainly an 
over-simplification of the issue to picture the impending 
struggle in this country as lying solely and exclusively be- 
tween constitutional liberty and the slavery of Communism. 
And if we Americans, Christians, and all God-fearing folk, 
beguile ourselves with the delusion that the contest is merely 
between the stars and stripes and the red flag of Communism, 
we are liable to find at the end of the war that we have not 
made America safe for democracy and the Constitution, but 
safe only for plutocracy and that economic domination of 
the few about which I spoke in the very beginning of this 
broadcast. As before the Civil War, Lincoln said this na- 
tion cannot endure half slave and half free, so it is equally 
true that political freedom cannot long endure in this coun- 

try alongside of economic servitude. The guarantee of 
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political freedom for the masses, is the economic freedom of 
the masses, and without’ that their political freedom is a 
mockery, a delusion and a snare. 

Not all regimentation is communistic. It depends on 
the principles and philosophy back of the regimentation. 
Liberty unregulated, unregimented by law is not liberty; it 
is license. My point is, that too long have economic and 
financial interests been unregimented by law; have pushed 
their liberty to the point of license. Speaking of this eco- 
nomic supremacy Pius XI says: “This is a headstrong and 
vehement power which needs to be curbed strongly and ruled 
with prudence. It cannot be curbed and governed by itself. 
More lofty and noble principles must therefore be sought in 
order to control this supremacy sternly and uncompromis- 
ingly; namely, social justice and social charity. To that 
end all the institutions of public and social life must be 
imbued with the spirit of justice; and this justice above all 
must be truly operative, must build up a juridical and 
social order able to pervade all economic activity.” Now 
if this does not mean some regimentation of economic, busi- 
ness and financial life, words have lost their true meaning. 
If regimentation of the economic and financial life of a 
country, guiding and restraining and curbing it by a juridi- 
cal system, by constitution and by law, if such regimenta- 
tion is socialistic or communistic, then one would have to 
accuse the Holy Father himself of being a Socialist or a 
Communist. 

Man in himself and in his complex reationships is regi- 
mented by nature, by the natural law of God, and by the 
law of grace. There is the regimentation of the human per- 
son, in which the multiplicity and diversity of parts and 
functions are reduced to harmony and unity, subject to the 
rule of season. There is the regimentation of man in the 
natural society of the family, instituted for the procreation 
and education of children. The family is a moral whole, a 
moral unity, a moral body reduced to order under the au- 
thority of the father. The individuals of the family as well 
as the family itself as an organic whole, are the possessors of 
tights and duties. The fundamental rights of individuals 
and the family are summed up in the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence, as life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. It 


_ is for the protection of these rights that human governments 
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are formed and clothed with authority by God Himself, as 
the author of the natural society of the State. The end and 
purpose of all human government is the peace and pros- 
perity of all its citizens. 

Peace consists in defense and protection of the rights 
of the citizens, economic and otherwise, the defense of the 
citizens from the exploitation by the stronger or the more 
unscrupulous. Prosperity consists in the abundance of 
means ready at hand by the use of which each individual 
can pursue life, liberty and happiness; that is, develop him- 
self, physically, intellectually and morally, as he has a 
solemn obligation to do, imposed by the Natural Law of 
God. If the citizen fails to do this, when the State pro- 
vides prosperity, then the failure to do so is his, not the 
State’s. But if the citizen fails, because the State fails in 
its solemn obligation to provide prosperity, then the failure 
is the State’s, not his, and such a State cannot be long sanc- 
tioned by moral law. 

Now who would say that the State in this country has 
provided that common good of prosperity to which the citi- 
zens have a right and with regard to which the State has a 
solemn obligation from Almighty God. And if the State 
fails to provide that prosperity for the whole people, because 
it is forbidden by the organic law and Constitution, who 
would deny that there is an obligation to change that Con- 
stitution in the interests of the common good of peace and 
prosperity, in the interests of human rights as preferential 
to misinterpreted property rights. 

So far I have spoken of regimentation as coming from 
nature and the Natural Law. There is a still greater and 
higher regimentation of man that comes from the Law of 
Grace. It is that organization of men through Baptism, Con- 
firmation and the Eucharistic with Jesus Christ as their head, 
into a living, organized moral body, which we have called 
the Mystical Body of Christ. By this living organism men 
become the members of Jesus Christ, more closely united 
among themselves than men can ever be in the social organ- 
ism or in the body politic. It is this truth to which Pius XI 
calls attention, when he says: “Then only will it be possible 
to unite all in harmonious striving for the common good, 
when all sections of society have the intimate conviction that 
they are members of a single family and children of the 
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same heavenly Father, and further that they are ‘one body in 
Christ, and everyone members of one another,’ so that ‘if 
one member suffers anything, all members suffer with it.’ ” 

Opposed to this sound and true regimentation of human 
life by the law of nature and the law of grace, there has 
taken place another regimentation imposed by the vicious 
will of man, by the desire of greed and economic domina- 
tion. These two are the evil spirits of modern capitalism, 
which came into being with the beginning of the industrial 
era. Two things were required for the growth of this mod- 
ern capitalism, money in large quantities, and a large indi- 
gent city population—money and a city proletariat. I have 
not time now to treat the whole pernicious process, includ- 
ing the slave trade, and the making of economic slaves of 
the city proletariat. Under the old domestic system, or 
guild system, conditions were vastly different. A master 
could not but intimately know his workmen and appren- 
tices. For each of these he held himself accountable in 
every Christian way, so long as the ancient Faith still flour- 
ished and influenced men’s minds and conduct. 

In the industrial system a hired foreman came to stand 
between the worker and the master who employed him. 
Then came the era of ruthless competition. The corpora- 
tion took the place of the individual factory owner. These 
corporations of which Pius XI says: “The worst injustices 
and frauds take place beneath the common name of a cor- 
porative firm. Boards of directors proceed in their unscru- 
pulous methods even to the violation of their trust in re- 
gard to those whose savings they administer.” 

In May, 1891, Leo XIII summed up the first period 
of the industrial system in the words: “The ancient work- 
men’s guilds were destroyed in the last century and no other 
organization took their place. Public institutions and laws 
have repudiated the ancient religion. Hence by degrees it 
has come to pass that workingmen have been given over, 
isolated and defenseless, to the callousness of employers, and 
the greed of unrestrained competition.” 

Forty years and more have passed since Leo XIII wrote 
those words in his great encyclical, Magna Charta of lib- 
erty, both for the capitalist and for the worker. Things 
have changed since then. And Pius XI sums up those 
It was W. T. Stead, a great journalist, who de- 
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clared: “There is no post of vantage in the world’s broad 
field of battle, comparable to that of the Vatican.” 

Here is the complete picture, drawn in the words of 
Pius XI, of the changed economic condition in the last forty 
years: “But it is the capitalist economic régime that, with 
the world-wide diffusion of industry, has penetrated every- 
where, particularly since the publication of Leo XIII’s en- 
cyclical. It has invaded and pervaded the economic and 
social sphere even of those who live outside its ambit, in- 
fluencing them, and, as it were, intimately affecting them by 
its advantages, inconveniences and vices. When we turn our 
attention, therefore, to the changes which this capitalistic 
economic order had undergone since the days of Leo XIII, 
we have regard to the interests, not of those only who live 
in countries where capital and industry prevail, but of the 
whole human race. 

“Tn the first place, then it is patent that in our days 
not alone is wealth accumulated, but immense power and 
despotic economic dominations are concentrated in the hands 
of a few, and that those few are frequently not the owners, 
but only the trustees and directors of invested funds who ad- 
minister them at their good pleasure. This power becomes 
particularly irresistible when exercised by those who, be- 
cause they hold and control money, are able also to govern 
credit and determine its allotment, for that reason supply- 
ing, so to speak, the lifeblood to the entire economic body, 
and grasping as it were in their hands the very soul of pro- 
duction, so that no one dare breathe against their will. This 
accumulation of power, the characteristic note of the modern 
economic order, is a natural result of limitless free com- 
petition, which permits the survival of those only who are 
the strongest, which often means those who fight most re- 
lentlessly, who pay least heed to the dictates of conscience.” 

And then the Holy Father declares: “This concentra- 
tion of power has led to a threefold struggle for domina- 
tion. First, there is the struggle for dictatorship in the eco- 
nomic sphere itself; then the fierce battle to acquire con- 
trol of the State, so that its resources and authority may be 
abused in the economic struggles; finally, the clash between 
States themselves.” 

Finally Pius XI completes the picture: ‘You assuredly 
know, venerable brethren and beloved children, and you 
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lament the ultimate consequences of this individualistic spirit 
in economic affairs. Free competition is dead; economic dic- 
tatorship has taken its place. Unbridled ambition for domi- 
nation has succeeded the desire for gain; the whole eco- 
nomic life has become hard, cruel, and relentless in a ghastly 
measure. The State which should be the supreme arbiter, 
ruling in kingly fashion far above all party contention, in- 
tent only upon justice and the common good, has become in- 
stead a slave, bound over to the service of human passion 
and greed.” 

From this picture drawn by two Popes, it appears that 
there has already been a vicious regimentation of the rank 
and file of citizens by the forces of greed, exploitation and 
economic domination. This regimentation is founded on a 
denial of liberty, economic liberty for the masses, and unre- 
strained liberty or license for the privileged few. It is 
against this regimentation by wealth, itself unregimented and 
unregulated, that we see a twofold reaction in the United 
States, one of Socialists and Communists, and the other of 
those who demand that government use its power to regiment 
wealth, the interests and economic domination, in favor of 
the common good of all; namely, peace and prosperity. It 
is for this reason that Pius XI says: “Free competition and 
still more economic domination must be kept within just and 
definite limits, and must be brought under the effective con- 
trol of public authority, in matters appertaining to the lat- 
ter’s competence. The public institutions must be such as 
to make the whole of human society conform to the com- 
mon good; i. e., to the standard of social justice.” 

But organized wealth does not like must legislation. 
Organized wealth having regimented everything else, re- 
fuses to be regimented itself. Organized wealth having re- 
duced the masses to organized slavery, begins to shout lib- 
erty when its own license is attacked, begins to call upon 
the stars and stripes as an American cloak for the black flag 
of economic domination. 

Well, if Liberty Leaguers and others do not want regi- 
mentation, if they are sincere in their cry for liberty, there 
is a way out. Let them give that liberty to others which they 
claim for themselves. Let them promote the liberty and 
rights of the proletariat. Let them seek for the masses their 
right to a living wage, let them advocate the right of the 
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masses to bargain collectively with capital by agents of their 
own choosing. Let them seek a treatment for the worker 
such as the workers have a right to and their human dignity 
demands, Let them urge the principle that human rights 
are greater than property rights, and men more important 
than cattle or machines. Let them cry out from the house- 
tops that the first care on industry and finance are the men 
who are the indispensable element of the profits of industry 
and finance. Let them proclaim the principle of Pius XI: 
“Every effort must be made that at least in the future a just 
share only of the fruits of production be permitted to accu- 
mulate in the hands of the wealthy, and that an ample suf- 
ficiency be supplied to workingmen. . . . For every sincere 
observer is conscious that the vast differences between the 
few who hold excessive wealth and the many who live in des- 
titution constitute a grave evil in modern society.” 

Liberty Leaguers and others, if you love liberty, love lib- 
erty for all, promote liberty for all, life, liberty and the pur- 
suit of happiness. If you do not wish to be regimented, regi- 
ment yourselves. Then you will need have no fear of regi- 
mentation by government. Liberty Leaguers and others, the 
red flag of Communism is not an immediate danger in this 
country. Red is only a sign of danger; red means only to 
stop, look and listen. The real danger lies in the economic 
liberalism you sponsor. Your system and your principles 
are the cancerous growth eating at the vitals of our Ameri- 
can social organism. It is too bad that you, unconsciously 
perhaps, led astray, do not attack causes rather than symp- 
toms.’ Communism is only a symptom; economic liberalism 
is a cause. 

I yield to no man in my loyalty to the American Con- 
stitution and the American flag. There is only one flag 
which should stretch its protecting folds over our national 
capitol. It is neither the red flag of Communism nor the 
black flag of perverted individualism. It is the stars and 
stripes. That flag represents charity to all and malice to 
none. That flag represents not class warfare, but the co- 
operation of all classes, the rich as well as the poor for the 
common good of peace and prosperity. When the American 
flag ceases to represent that, thén the American Constitu- 
tion will be dead, American liberty and democracy will be 
dead, even though the flag still waves and the American Con- 
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stitution is still glorified. This nation cannot remain nine 
and nine-tenth slave and one-tenth of one per cent free! 
In America the economic freedom of the masses must go 
hand and hand with their political freedom. Otherwise there 
will be Communism or Fascism, a perverted absolute State. 
But it’s going to be neither. It’s going to be economic and 
political freedom represented by the stars and stripes, and 
safeguarded by a Constitution, changed if necessary, but 
still the American Constitution. Social Justice is on the 
way and that is only another name for true Americanism, 
freedom and democracy. This may be bad news for a few; 
it happens to be a fact! 


The American Liberty League and 


Our Immoral Economic Order 


Icnatius W. Cox, S.J. 


An address delivered over the Paulist Radio Station WLWL, 
New York, February 7, 1936. 


"THE question has been raised in some quarters as the 

result of these broadcasts, whether I am out strong for 
the New Deal. Now a deal has reference to cards, and 
card-playing. There are two types of deals in human card- 
play; one not governed by chance, when the pack is stacked; 
the other governed by the laws of so-called chance. The 
evils affecting our body economic, financial and social, and 
our body politic are to be remedied neither by human deals 
from stacked packs, nor by chance deals from honest packs. 
I am strong for no deal in any human or political sense. The 
only deal I am interested in is God’s deal, manifested in the 
principles of justice and charity as developed by rational 
ethics, by Christian tradition and Christian theology, and 
proposed to long-suffering humanity in the social teachings 
of the vicars of Christ on earth, especially of Leo XIII and 
Pius XI, and of the successors of the Apostles, the Catholic 
Hierarchy throughout the world. 

As a point of departure for this evening’s broadcast on 
“The American Liberty League and Our Immoral Economic 
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Order,” let me quote from Pius XI a short passage on own- 
ership of property. ‘First, let it be made clear beyond all 
doubt that neither Leo XIII nor those theologians, who have 
taught under the guidance and direction of the Church, have 
ever denied or called in question the twofold aspect of own- 
ership, which is individual or social according as it regards 
individuals or concerns the common good. Their unanimous 
contention has always been that the right to own private 
property has been given to man by nature, or rather by the 
Creator Himself, not only that individuals may be able to pro- 
vide for their own needs and those of their families, but also 
that by means of it, the goods which the Creator has des- 
tined for the human race may truly serve this purpose. .. . 
There is therefore a double danger to be avoided. On the 
one hand, if the social and public aspect of ownership be 
denied or minimized, the logical consequence is Individual- 
ism, as it is called; on the other hand, the rejection or dimi- 
nution cf its private and individual character necessarily 
leads to some form of Collectivism. To disregard these 
dangers would be to rush headlong into the quicksands of 
modernism in the moral, juridical, and the social order, 
which we condemned in the Encyclical Letter issued at the 
beginning of our Pontificate.” 

Now the application of this passage to the American 
Liberty League is this. The Liberty League is fostering, pro- 
moting and directing a powerful movement in defense of the 
American Constitution and against any attempts to bring 
into our fair land a collectivistic, socialistic or communistic 
order. So far, so good. But here is the question I have 
turned over and battled with in my mind for the last six 
months. In reacting so strongly against the danger of col- 
lectivism, has the American Liberty League fallen into the 
lap of the opposite danger, branded by Pius XI as Individ- 
ualism? Is the Liberty League in its fear of Collectivism 
“rushing headlong into the quicksands of that modernism 
in the moral, juridical and social order,” which was con- 
demned by Pius XI in the beginning of his Pontificate? 
That Catholics have a need of and a right to the answers to 
these questions is altogether obvious, if the priesthood and 
laity are to follow the call of Pius XI: “The world has nowa- 
days sore need of valiant soldiers of Christ, who strain every 
nerve and sinew to preserve the human family from the dire 
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havoc which would befall it, were the teachings of the Gospel 
to be flouted, and a social order permitted to prevail, which 
spurns no less the laws of nature than those of God.” 

Let me remind my audience, what I have said before. In 
preparing these broadcasts, I keep steadfastly before my 
mind truth, justice and charity. I have no desire nor in- 
tent in fighting the battle of justice and charity for the poor, 
to be wanting in either justice or charity for the rich. In 
preparation of this discourse, I had before me thirty-two 
pamphlets issued by the American Liberty League, cour- 
teously supplied by the League in answer to letter and tele- 
gram. Most of these pamphlets, and the most important, I 
read completely. 

From Pamphlet No. 38, June, 1935, entitled, “Facts 
About the American Liberty League,” I learn that by its 
charter the society shall first “defend and uphold the Con- 
stitution of the United States,” and secondly, “will teach 
the necessity of respect for the rights of persons and prop- 
erty as fundamental to every successful form of government 
and also will teach the duty of government to encourage and 
protect individual and group initiative and enterprise, to fos- 
ter the right to work, earn, save and acquire property, and 
to preserve ownership and lawful use of property when ac- 
quired.” In another pamphlet, No. 96, entitled “Seven- 
teen Months of the American Liberty League,” we learn 
that the society has carried out its first objective by attacking 
the constitutionality or the Americanism of most of the fea- 
tures of the New Deal. In a number of other pamphlets, 
it has gone into the matter in detail and heaped up an accu- 
mulation of facts and accusations which I say in all sin- 
cerity are alarming and demand careful consideration by 
every liberty-loving American and a detailed and specific an- 
swer by those who are arraigned. We must and we will have 
government by law, not by men; government by the whim 
of man is dictatorship, is tyrrany. Government by law is 
government by reason. In this connection I advise my listen- 
ers to read the editorial comment in The Catholic World 
for February, 1936, on the matter in question. If the facts 
bear the interpretations and the accusations based upon them 
by the Liberty League, then there can be no doubt that the 
Liberty League, in rejecting the diminution of the individ- 
ual aspects of ownership, is reacting against the Collectivism 
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denounced by Pius XI. I wish to say emphatically here 
that nothing said later in this broadcast should be inter- 
preted as a disparagment of any attempt to safeguard our 
Constitution. If we lose the Constitution, we lose almost 
everything. 

The second part of the program of the American Lib- 
erty League with regard to personal liberty and enterprise 
and initiative is not so clear. Does the League mean by 
those words an approval of that perverted and uncontrolled 
individualism, condemned by Leo XIII and Pius XI, the 
logical result of which is economic domination? Why all 
this insistence on individual effort and initiative at a mo- 
ment when millions are out of work and unable to exercise 
any effort or initiative? 

Why did the author of Pamphlet 16, “The Constitu- 
tion Still Stands,” write these words: “The chief end of 
popular government is the promotion of the interests of indi- 
viduals.”” The veriest novice in the philosophy of the State 
knows that the end and purpose of the State is the common 
good of peace and prosperity. This end and purpose of the 
State is written in the Preamble to our own Constitution: 
“We the people of the United States in order to promote the 
general welfare ...’’ The general welfare, temporal felicity, 
is the end of the State as taught in every Catholic political 
theory from the days of St. Thomas to Suarez and Bellar- 
mine, and is the universal teaching of Catholic philosophy 
today. 

Why did the author of Pamphlet 90, entitled, “The 
American Constitution, Whose Heritage?” write in a con- 
demning way, that in the N. R. A. “Collective bargaining 
was enshrined?” Every Catholic social student knows that 
collective bargaining is a right of the laborer of which he has 
been too often deprived by perverted economic individual- 
ists. And listen to this by the same writer. Speaking of the 
rich, he says: “They accumulated that money under the 
rules of the game which existed at the time of the accu- 
mulation” What were frequently those rules in the past, I 
shall speak of in a future broadcast. 

In the booklet, No. 38, entitled, “Facts About the Ameri- 
can Liberty League,” we read, quoted from a Yale profes- 
sor, that the League is calling attention to the current changes 
which spell the breakdown of our traditional institutions and 









pe ee ae ee ee ee ee a ee 









am DO be CPF 


Oo T 


ire 


iat 














THE AMERICAN LIBERTY LEAGUE 117 









our economic philosophy. Our economic philosophy—that is 
what I am after—what is our economic philosophy as ap- 
proved by the American Liberty League? Is it perverted, 
unregulated individualism? Does all this insistence on 
initiative and self-reliance of the individual mean that indi- 
vidualism condemned by Leo XIII and Pius XI? 

Our economic philosophy, what is it, Liberty Leaguers, in 
your own authorized pamphlets? Ah! here it is in Pamphlet 
43, entitled, “The Duty of the Church to the Social Order”’: 
“Starting approximately 150 years ago, possessed of almost 
a virgin country rich in natural resources, with a hetero- 
geneous population of about three and a half million people, 
the American people have achieved these marvelous results, 
largely because they adopted as their guiding economic prin- 
ciple, the so-called capitalistic system, the enterprise system, 
the system of individual initiative or the system of laissez 
faire, as you may choose to call it, for they are the same. 
In 1776, when Adam Smith . . . described the motives which 
guide men’s actions in the fields of economics he was but 
translating into that field the same principles of human 
freedom as were enunciated by Martin Luther in the Refor- 
mation.” 

So this is our economic philosophy, perverted and un- 
regulated individualism, immoral economic liberalism. And 
the writer of this pamphlet says: “In my judgment it has 
produced more of the good things of life . . . has secured a 
wider distribution of these things than any other society man 
has yet seen.” 

But there is no need for us to learn from the American 
Liberty League the economic philosophy which has domi- 
nated America for the last hundred and more years. It 
started with perverted individualism or economic liberalism 
and has logically ended up with economic domination by pri- 
vate interests which in general have always resisted reform. 
The formation of the United States Steel Corporation by 
the Morgan interests in 1901—a billion dollar corporation— 
may be marked as the beginning of our great Business Era. 
By that act, writes Frederick Lewis Allen in the “Lords of 
Creation”: “Hundreds of steel companies—the Tin Plate 
Group alone was a combination of 265 plants— were being 
brought under a single control; the fate of 168,000 steel 
workers, the production of half the steel used in the United 
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States, now hung on the decision of one man.” Again he 
writes: “The relationship between the management and the 
workmen was destined to remain feudal. Whenever a steel 
corporation official thereafter found himself on the witness 
stand and the embarrassing matter of the twelve-hour day 
or the seven-day week was brought up, he always expressed 
acute distress at the fact that the corporation had not yet 
succeeded in doing away with this barbarous condition and 
said that it was about to do so—but the years dragged on 
and the twelve-hour day and the seven-day week remained, 
to the disgrace of American industry.” The twelve-hour day 
was not changed until the Harding administration. 

Then came the big fight between the Harriman railroad 
interests and the Morgan railroad interests with Northern 
Pacific rising to $1000 a share, while the rest of the market 
crashed, and thousands of families, their money tied up in 
margin, lost everything. I was working in a Wall Street 
broker’s office at the time. This was the era of ruthless com- 
petition, that era which is summed up by Leo XIII in the 
words: “‘A small number of very rich men have been able to 
lay on the masses of the poor, a yoke little better than slavery 
itself.” 

Then in our country came attempts at reform by Theo- 
dore Roosevelt and again by Woodrow Wilson. But that is 
another story for another broadcast. After that came the 
days of Coolidge prosperity, but that did not mean that the 
standard of living of the industrial wage earner was a mat- 
ter for boasting. In 1929 according to the Brookings Insti- 
tute—in that era, 78 per cent of the American population 
lived on family incomes of less than $3,000 or individual 
incomes of less than $1,500, and more than half of this 78 
per cent lived on family incomes of less than $1,500, or indi- 
vidual incomes of $750 a year. And that in the era of 
Coolidge prosperity. 

In the meantime, and up to this moment, economic con- 
centration or domination has been going on apace. I have in 
my room a chart published in 1932 which shows that prac- 
tically the whole industrial life of the United States was then 
in the hands of a small group of finance capitalists, through 
the mechanism of interlocking directorates. It shows how 
eight New York banks at that time had enmeshed in their 
web all the chief industries of the United States. This, I 
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think, is an example of that economic and financial domina- 
tion of which Pius XI speaks: “This power becomes partic- 
ularly irresistible when exercised by those who, because they 
hold and control money, are able also to govern credit and 
determine its allotment, for that reason supplying, so to 
speak, the lifeblood to the entire economic body, and grasp- 
ing, as it were, in their hands the very soul of production 
so that no one dare breathe against their will. This accu- 
mulation of power, the characteristic note of the modern 
economic order, is a natural result of limitless free competi- 
tion, which permits the survival of those only who are the 
strongest, which often means those who fight most relent- 
lessly, who pay least heed to the dictates of conscience.” 

In the meantime while wealth accumulates men decay. 
Millions are still out of work. Thousands of young men are 
coming out of college with no hope for the future and despair 
in their hearts. Millions are at this moment in that posi- 
tion described by Pius XI: “The conditions of social and 
economic life are such that vast multitudes can only with 
great difficulty pay attention to that one thing necessary; 
namely, their eternal salvation.” And all this in land 
blessed with fertility by the hand of a bountiful Creator, 
mechanized to the extent that it can provide for all. All 
this in a land where business and finance has had a fair 
chance, and a large measure of freedom from interference by 
government. If unregulated individualism ever had a 
chance to make good, it is here in America and the evi- 
dence of its failure lies in ghastly monuments all around— 
economic, social, above all, spiritual failures, written in the 
ruin of souls. That is what I mean by our immoral eco- 
nomic order, the product of 150 years of individualism end- 
ing in economic domination with wealth concentrated in the 
hands of a few and the masses reduced to economic slavery. 

What thousands who have been asked to join the Ameri- 
can Liberty League, doubtless, want to know is, has the 
American Liberty League in reacting against the dangers of 
collectivism, fallen into the opposite dangers of that per- 
verted and unregulated individualism, branded by Pius: XI? 
It would seem that it has. It would seem that all this talk 
about initiative and self-reliance and the rights of private 
property, falsely identified with human rights, is a clarion 
call for a defense of laissez faire or economic liberalism. Is 
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this the position of the American Liberty League or not? 
Only the promoters of the American Liberty League can an- 
swer that question! We have a right to the answer. I do 
not condemn yet. Perhaps there is some explanation, some 
defense of the American Liberty League against the charge 
that they are champions of Jaissez faire, of perverted indi- 
vidualism, of economic liberalism. But if there is no de- 
fense, no explanation, if the American Liberty League is a 
champion and a defender of this pernicious doctrine, then, 
this fact is certain—no Catholic who knows Catholic social 
doctrine can approve this phase of the American Liberty 
League. All Catholic ethics, all Catholic moral doctrine, all 
Catholic tradition, the utterances of Popes and bishops, the 
voices of Leo XIII and Pius XI are raised trumpet-tongued 
in damnation of this indefensible doctrine. And coming 
nearer home, the bishops of the Administrative Council of 
the National Catholic Welfare Conference in a statement 
issued on “The Present Crisis,” and dated April, 1933, have 
already condemned such a stand: “The social philosophy 
prevailing during recent centuries has carried human society 
far from its safe moorings. That philosophy—if indeed, it 
be worthy of the name—which has ruled governments, 
groups, and individuals for the past three hundred years 
has not taken as its guide the moral law, has not considered 
the rights of man. Money, not man, has been the supreme 
consideration and the justifying end. That philosophy has 
aroused opposition and has given rise to errors and exaggera- 
tions that are anti-Catholic and anti-Christian. 

“That same demoralizing philosophy defended, and de- 
fends today, unrestrained individual economic freedom and 
the economic dictatorship that has succeeded it. That phi- 
osophy permits individuals, corporations, and nations to ac- 
cumulate as much wealth as they can, according to the un- 
fair methods of modern business, and. to use such accu- 
mulated wealth as they see fit. It honors and proclaims as 
sovereign rulers of economic empires men who succeeded in 
amassing unjustly these fabulous fortunes. 

“That philosophy has broken down or forbidden the es- 
tablishment of protective organizations. It has broken down 
or forbidden an organized economic life to administer the 
production of wealth and its distribution in accordance with 
social justice and the interdependence of economic relations. 
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It has denied government its right to guard justice and the 
common good. It has given greed a free hand. 

“That philosophy denied and denies, in reality, the one- 
ness and the solidarity of mankind. In its light, wealth, 
business and the power that material prosperity gives, are 
in themselves supreme ends. Human rights must be sacri- 
ficed to those ends, and humanity itself must become the 
mere instrument in the production of wealth, not the mas- 
ter controlling it. Such a philosophy has always been and 
will ever be false and un-Christian in priniple and applica- 
tion. It has literally taken God out of the world.” 

Is the American Liberty League committed or not to the 
cause of perverted individualism of economic liberalism? 
Thousands are being asked to join the Liberty League for 
the promotion of its purposes. Thousands of these are per- 
haps Catholics. Every God-fearing man or woman, every 
Christian, and certainly every Catholic who understands the 
social teaching of his Church has a right to the answer to 
that question. Liberty Leaguers, what is your answer? 
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Editorial comment taken from the Month (London) 
for February, 1936. 


T seems to us that, just because some of our separated 

brethren seem to share our desire to have them with us 
in the one Fold we should be careful lest in our zeal for their 
conversion we should in any way obscure or minimize the 
essential characteristics of that Fold, especially its Unique- 
ness and its Visibility. An article in the Revue Apolo- 
gétique for December, devoted to explaining “the psychology 
of the Octave of Prayers” and written for publication in 
Anglican and Orthodox periodicals as well, seems to us, ear- 
nest and eloquent though it be, somewhat open to this re- 
proach. It elevates this particular devotion into the position 
of the chief means of restoring the unity of Christendom, 
forgetful of the fact that it is confined to a mere fraction of 
the year and that comparatively few non-Catholics share in 
it or have even heard of it. The writer would lay the blame 
for the disruption of Christendom equally on Catholics and 
on the sects and schisms, yet, though indeed the sight of 
past and present scandals in the Church should fill us with 
shame and compunction, we cannot admit that the note of 
holiness which is hers has ever thereby become so obscured 
as to justify those who left her. It is possible to exaggerate 
the need of the reform in head and members which Trent 
set about so energetically. 

Moreover, the author argues as if the accession of those 
without would enormously enrich the Church by means of 
“cultures” at present strange to her. This is to fall into 
the error of regarding the Church as being almost exclusively 
Latin, whereas she already embraces all the nations of the 
earth with their various mentalities—Anglo-Saxon, Celtic, 
Greek and the rest—whilst her different rites and local cus- 
toms show that uniformity was never her ideal. No doubt 
the accession of the teeming millions of Asia would add 
certain varieties of liturgy, church architecture and the like, 
to her external aspect in that continent, but she has been 
Pentecostal in outlook and constitution since the beginning. 

The least commendable, however, of the conclusions of 
this article is that it seems to decry individual conversions 
to the Church. We are confronted by the old delusion of 
122 
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Corporate Reunion. The author frankly confesses that this 
could not be accomplished without a miracle, and he boldly 
says we should ask for it, stigmatizing as mistaken the only 
aim which we consider Catholic and practical—the freeing 
of individual souls from the mists of error. He would have 
Catholics pray for what they have already got! A union 
consummated by the conversion of individuals to our one 
Confession, he describes as a vain hope. Every such conver- 
sion produces, by a psychological law, a reaction amongst 
those who remain, and the Church loses as much as she gains. 

It is the author’s psychology which, we submit, is illu- 
sory. Leaving out the schismatics as possessing some fixity 
of doctrine and some semblance of authority, how does he 
imagine that the Protestant world, which has no principle of 
doctrinal cohesion, which simply believes as it chooses and 
changes belief when it thinks good, could come to the truth 
en masse and be received into the Fold in more or less uni- 
form groups? No two Protestants except by accident be- 
lieve alike, for they have no means of knowing for certain 
what is revealed truth. The miracle which the Holy Spirit 
would have to work, in order to fit those outside the visible 
Fold for entrance into it in large groups, would be a simul- 
taneous illumination of the mind and movement of the will, 
convincing each and all, as St. Paul was convinced, of their 
obligation to accept the faith and jurisdiction of the Catholic 
and Roman Church. No doubt, God could do it, and suffi- 
ciently earnest and widspread prayer might predispose large 
numbers of sincere souls for so extraordinary a grace. But 
we have no right to count upon that possible method of re- 
union as likely to occur, and on that account to suspend for 
a single moment the Church’s traditional methods of preach- 
ing the Gospel. ‘Preach the word,” cried St. Paul, that 
great hunter of souls, “be urgent in season and out of sea- 
son, reprove, rebuke, exhort with all long-suffering and in- 
struction”: so eager was he “to bring every mind into cap- 
tivity to the obedience of Christ.” 

Such has ever been the attitude of the Church towards 
the individual soul: she welcomes all who approach. her, 
singly or in groups, but her first message is to the individual 
for whom Christ died. Were the author’s advice to be fol- 
lowed we should find sincere heretics and schismatics justi- 
fying themselves in their isolation because, in spite of their 
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prayers, God has not yet shown them as a body where truth 
lies and how union is to be accomplished, whilst Catholics 
are to be dissuaded from telling them, lest they should be 
affronted and deterred from further search. If God’s will 
is loved and truly sought, there should be no grounds for 
such fear. Why should a traveler, seated in the wrong train, 
be anything but grateful for being told his mistake? The 
Church is God’s means to bring man to Himself. Why 
should men be aggrieved at learning where it is and how to 
enter it? Why should they not be more than willing to 
exchange what proves to be a counterfeit for the genuine 
Pearl of Great Price? 
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